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Carol klsenthol

dout but oncc it was the mark of a Christian gentleman.
Eugene Meycr, thc father of Kadrarinc Graham of the
Vashingtoa fut,wu a Jew. "Had Eugene not been born
a Jcw in an age,when tcws who were too powerfi.rl were
Suspcct, his rfdc vDuld bc known today to every school-
chi$' Chicago writcr Carol Felsenthal observes at rhe
bcginnittg of her new biography of Graham, /bnrer,
Prioilcge, otd the hst.
Bom to nealdro Mcyer was tutored by fames J. Corbett,
tlc futute heavy$eight champion, in the ways of deal-
irtg rpith classmates who struck him and called him

through, Felscnthal writes, becausc the aew govem.
ment's provisional leader, Alexander Kercnrky, hirnsclf
a Jcw, regarded Jewish financiers ar '1thc *orld's arche-
typal oppresive capitalists," Voodrow Vilgon named
him director of thc !flar Financc Corporatior\ in whigh.
role he was grilled by congresional coriiminees algrned
at "Jewish power." Onc congrcssln8n sskcd if it wea sot
true "in the United States today that the gentilcs havc
the slips of paper while the Jews have the lawful mon-
ey?"
Calvin Coolidge asked Meyer to reorganize the Farm
Loan Board. Under Herben Hoover he ran both the
Federal Reserve Board and the new Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation, a Depression entity Meyer himself
had proposed. In 1933 Meyer bought the failing lTarl-
ingmn Post. Irnmediately he was thrown into a legal bat-
tle with tb.e Vla"thington Herald over a side of newspaper-
ing that meant norhing to him-comic suips. The lbsr
prevailed, the Herald was ordered to,discontinpe
conte*ed strips, and a brighdy decorated packNgt I

note: "So as not lo disappoint you-take your pound of
flesh."
Meyer didn't get it, and his wife Agnes explained. "It

must be a pound of flesh for a diny Jewish Shylock."
Meyer's 1959 funeral service was Unitarian. Felsemhal
writes rhat his son-inJaw, Phil Graham,'ihissed that
Kay and her dead father were nothing but
kikes. . . trying to pass as Vasps." Graharh.was onc of
l7ashingtonls most brilliant young men-smarter and

Kennedy. But he felt kept. Hed
with the.iEbr when what he reqlly was a pouticrl

ed on his wife, .-
with the.iEbr when what
career. Graham, a manic-depresivc, turncd on his wife,"Overweight, pale, dowdy, and thin-haircd, Kay nar
Phil's most convenient target," writes Felsenthal. "His

magnificent verbal agilitS when aimed at a person who
had sparked his anger, contempt, or self-loathing, was
truly terrible." A friend told Felsenthal, "He called Kay
a Jewish cow."
In i963 Graham propped a shdigun isiiiisr hisji;
and pulled the trigger,The Washingnn Posr bccamc Kay
Graham's paper.
Anti-Semitism is only one of many strands in Felsen-
thal's long, involving account of Kay Graham's life-a
book Graham did what she could to obstruct-and wc
are making more of it here than thc ar,ithor did. Fclscn-
thal told us that Graham was baptized an Episcopalian
and may not have thoughr ofherself as Jewish in any wgy
undl she went off to Vassar. Felsenthal believes Graham

arrived ar the tr4.eyers home. It had been sdt bi thc a*;
ecutive editor of the Heruld, the ffiFlf.fi Aiend Cistfl
Patterson. Inside was a pound of raw liamburger and a

didnl make the disrinctions that pparate "sssimilated"

Jews from Jcws who aren't until trtg trecame arput{f
lfashinglon society. tl ' rj r -'!-
"Religion has never been an impoiiant clcment in her
tife," Fclsenthal told us. "Shc's really a vcry nonobser-
vant person. But what I think has harmcd her is this ina-
bility to sec beyond how a person loob or drcsses or dec-
orates her home. She didn't like short Jcws, But she also
didn\ like one [Washington Post Companyl p_risident
who was a very succesful presideng Mark Meaghcr,
He's shon and kind of sloppily dressed and has no scnse
of penonal *yle, She has a prcfcrcnce for what onc per-
son called ull, elegam, Christian mcn, but shc also likcs
tall, elegant Jewish men who in moments of cxcitcmcnt
don't revcn back to a Queens accent.
"Thcre was that whole busines with Hounrd Simong"
Fclscnthal went on. Simons, thc managing editor unda
Ben Bradlec, was the unsung "gutC'-Fclscnthal's word
-behind the ltsCs l7atergate investigation, "On tlrc onc
hand, she recognized what a fine journalist he was, but
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son's skin will never be white enough to suir him, bur he
is no less anentenainer.

aueeapinions
Vatched from a cenain penpective, the Frontline special
orr J. Edgar Hoovcr last Tuesday was a textbook study of
thc hcights a man can reach, wharever the damagi to
himsclf and othcrs, bydenying his homosexuality.
No one pretends there arenit plenty of gays in the mili-
taryi and we wonder if some advocates of the formai rule
against them are less concerned about letting gays in
than about letting the ones already in out of the closet.
They may worry that this would change military culture
while blunting the edge of some of the nation's fiercest
sublimating warriors.
At any rate, it's been a healthy debare. In mid-January
Ivlike Royko weighed in. Royko, an Air Force veteran,
endorsed the ban. He predicted rhar lifring it wiil dam-
age "morale and discipline," and he quored approvingly
from an earlier Tribune op-ed ptece. "Ve're caught in a
propaganda war being waged by the media and gay
lobbyists," Lieutenant Colonel Robert Maginnus had
wfrtlen.
But that's the least of whar he'd written. In its entiretv.
Maginnust essay struck many gays like a bucket of hom-
ophobic slime. "A.lthough gays make up perhaps 2 per-
cent ofour general populadon, they commit more than
onc-third of all reported .child molestations," declared
Maginnus, providing no sources. "They are 18 dmes
more likely to incorporate youth into their sexual prac-
tices."

Jon-Henry Damski, a Windy City l/zes columnist of
Royko's generation, read Royko's column and sent us a
lcttcr. "I am tired of writing about him," he told us."You, plcare, pickupthe ball."
But ue didn't pick it up. rifle disagreed with Royko's col-
umn, and we think his discornfort consistently overrides
his iudgment on gay issues. But rhe Znbzze has allowed
many voic€s to speak on the gay ban and several ofthem
-such as those ofClarence Page, Jon Margotis, and the
papert own editorial page-have taken Damski\ side.If

" Royko ftink differentlS he's enri ed.
Because we did nothing, Damski reluctantly took Royko
on agan.
"Mikc Royko, like a tired old volcano, has belched up
anothcr anti-gay column filled with bigotry and preju-
dice. He is against gays being'in this man's army."'
Damski dismissed Royko as "a sad, pathetic, and isolated
case."
He then sent us another letter. "Vhen I didn't hear from

. you," he told us, "I went ahead and wrote a contra-Roy-
ko colirmn in myusual antirational style."
Aft€rwardlc talked to both of them. "Yes, there's bener

. covcrage,Scross thc board," Damski told us. "But fami-
Iics rc:d what Royko says, and he transcends the editori-
al policy of the paper. Mothers of gay sons sti.tl clip Roy-' ko and givc the columns ro their sons. Royko's the voice' ofChicago. Hc spcaks wirh more force and authority on
some subjccts than either the mayor or the cardinal.
"I'd hcsiratc to call him a bigot or homophobc. Many in
thc lggyl cgmmunity do. My worry is he's a voice taken
vcry rctiordS ond thcrcfore his suong atucks on gays
hurtnorc, bccausc a lot of pcople growing up in Chica-
gp wrat to bclicve him. I crnt dismiss him because I re-
spcct other thilgs he's written.
"I zzs a bit strong. , . . But waiters, people on the street,
a l : :  : f  ; .et. : le :r .  :ee l55r c2me io rne . .  !0hat he
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_MICIIAEL MINER


