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ic Burns' I'f@mous S.tbblers sonetines
seems a Daguine piece struggling to bresl
iree of an ove$tulfed book of almost 500

pages a4xing that if today's neir*paperc, t!]k
radio md cable shout shom seem rude, they're
dotmright sober compaed to tbe rauous news

into such E 6creechjns cdiic ofGeorge Wsshine-
ton ibat the €lde! Fraliklir bebooed the pa'
per's 'nalig.dt jrdusirt od persevednc false,
hoods' rimed ai "destroylingl" public

Early newspapers, Bums esues, had no in-
tercst in objectivity. 'Professions of iDpartialitJ
I shal} nske none," pledsed the editor of the
Porc'rpine's Gazette in iis first is$e. As the
decades p8sed. thele w6 no nove towdd "a
nonpa.tisaD publication," which would be "too
noncommittol for the exigencies of the times."
Aft€r the colonies won indepeDdence, the
Gazetie of the United States bannered the
motio, 'He that is not for us, is agairst us' - a
far cry, Bums obsenes, from "Atl th€ News

EditoN who supported the Federslists (parii'
6an8 of strong centrsi soremDent, as esemlli,
fip; Lw \v"ohi^+^^ "-,r I{

sd lore my f.eedon." When PalianeDt
quickly repealed the Step Act, papers !m
hdkirs headunes and gave away copies citizens
waved as they rar tluough the streets. But a
y€d slier t]le repeal of the Stanp Act caDe
Eore tax$, ircludins the fat€ful one on tea.
Bums dates the fisi newpaper sFdication io
the reprintins, i! 21 of the 25 newspapea then
publishias, of John Dickinson's pro-independ-
ence 'Lettets frcn aD Ameicm Fdner in
Pemsylvmia to the Inhabitanti of the Bdtish

Sm Adamq son of a brewer, Haryard sradu-
at€, cousin of the fd more judicious John
Adams, used his Bosto! Gazette as "less a
sou.@ of nem thm a vehicle through which
Amedcans could 'Bpit their veDom' ai Dyal offf-
cials." His paper pubtshed a "black1ist" of colo-
Dtut offi.ials !o that hb foliowe$ would klow
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dosn.ichr sober conpded to the ra uc, ,us n&s-

Fric Butr lnfono"\ s. rbt?r\ soDetines

E',:"T:'" #T:i:ii':"j ",:'#':i:5J:.i':ih
pages argains ihai if todal r new\pjpers. tilk
r€dio sd cable snout ,ho.s seem rude, thq re

int such r qcreeclins. ti. ofceorse fi.ashina
ton tbat the elder Frdnklin beni,aned the p;
per's "malicndt induda dld persevedng falie
hoods armed ei de+ro] [ins] public

Early newspapers, Burns ar!.ues. had no tn-
terest in objectiviiy. "Professio;s of imDartiaLitv
I 6bat1 make none, pledsed the edjtor of th;
P.rfupine\ Gszette in its first issue As ihp
decades passed, there was no oove roward ,,a
aonpartise publication." $'hich would be ,.too
noncommittal for the eigencies oi the tiDes.,,
Atter the colonies qon indeFendence. the
Gazett€ of the Unired States bannered rhe
notto. "He that is noi tbr us, is asainst !s,, a
far cry, Bums obses€s, trm "All the Ne\as

se.ietary) baitled those who supported the R;-
publicos (power to ihe states ai erehptified bv
[-ashingtobt secretdy of state. Thomas Jeffer-
sonl. An\rlirg went. Jetferqon reexLsrlt leaked
qeL leG t, fhe edit r ol his bourhpiece. ihe Na
ti, nalGMette, bj givingtle mm aitq lou ac-
ce$ to hi.doltice 8nd leaving out do.uh€nh ror

E:cept for ihe New York Post, which Hanii
ton had a had in foundins jn 1801, none of rhe
newqpapen th6t Bulns dernbes stilt pubtrsh.
shich is jdst ss rrll. Publi.k Occurren.;s Boih
Foreign dd DoDestic, the iiBt nesDaDer jn
North ADencs (16901, 'tbe National Enquirer
ufits iihe, published b\ a'ralid oii Cathntn'
witl "me(un in bis blond,'testured lepofs of
bdids ("niseranF sal\esee Ficl) wno ior
iured whiie hen, snd rhe Kins "f FraDce. who"used to lie ivith" his son's vifJ

Classilied ads were ihen. as now. a profit cen-
ter. But the most profit was in ads foi.servants
rdn aqsy. Man! col(,nul pdnters_ Buhs
wlites, "could noi have stayed_in busines.. . .
without pbfitins froh the sale or retlm of rhe
human property of others." An ad for .Tro
ioog likel) Negro men, countr! borD, bred up
b e farm od ca do all oamer of Dlantatid
work. ' En in Flsnklin'6 Peds\,lvditGu erie

Although diatdbes aeai$t the crom often
borc no resembldce to the truth. newsDapers
d!Ne rbe DUsh for indeDendence. The P;;sr4-
va^ia Jou.nalleported the mode-up .news thar
parents would haveto !6r the Cronn 1t Dounds
for the birih ot eve4' bov: r0 fuf e\er! silj.

The Sianp Act, passed by Padianenr in
1765. inposed iaxes on printed matter frcm
drp lmasto neBpapers, and provoked froD the
Ne{ Hmpshire Goette: 'l must die, or sutdit
to that which is wone thd D€ath, be StaoDd

and lose loy fteedon." Wher Parliamenr
quickl! _repesled the Std! Act. papers ra
hulkDg trerdhnes dd ssve awa\ .oDies citizens
waved a. thet ro thrcueh thi sdeeic. Bur a
year aiter the rcpeal of the Stmp Act came
more tares, includiDs the faietul one on tea.
Burns dat€s the fnsi nerspaper syndication to
tbe Fpdniing, in 21 of tbe 25 newqpspeA then
publishins, of JolD Dickinron\ pro-indenend-
ence 'Lett€rs frcm d Amenc; Fdn;r in
Pemsylvania to the inhabitants of the Bridsh

Sam Adans, son of a brewer, Hanard gradu-
ate, cousin of the far Dore iudiciou, Johr
Adaos, used his Boston Gaz;tte as "leas '
soure of nem than a vehicle throush which
lmerjcd, could <pit their veDod ai r;yrl,rflfi
ci8li.-His paper published a "biscklist'ot colo-
nial ofiicbls !o that his followers {ou1d kDow
*h6+o2*ieki6*a list .;k.@iti6 sffi
edly committed by British soldiers wlieiherYet the patient reader who sticks with Bums.

who has wdtten social histoies of alcohot 'nd oi
toba.co rn Amedca aDd curr€nth hosr\ Flx
News s nedi6 u.iticism shnw "Newswatch." will
be rewarded b! soDe fiiscinatios detail o1r
beat bio$aphical takes, for ea;mpb. on rhe
FoundiDs dd ofteD Feuding Fathers. Woth the
pd.e of the book is Burns' accout of a
celeb.ity set scandal, circa 1791, invotvins
Aler.nder HaDilion. whose wife was then preel
nant with their fiJth child, and whose tovei.
Moria Reynoids. later ioined her husbed in
blackmailins Hamilton.

Buru' graphic des.dption ot the drudgery of
euly Adencd pnnting teatlrec Ben FlanUrn
D Bosion. unhappi\ indeotuled to lis older
brother, Jmes. and nir New Enslmd .ourmt.
SriJring tree rap ihtu a siD!.bg getannous g""o
celled lampbtark, Ben b'd" inti, tater cte;e;
the tlpe with lye. and the "besters" with uine
perhaps hosing them with his om equiEment.

James wanted to keep Ben, then 16;nd lone-
irg to Mite, doins the dirrv work .,aa anonv-
mous printer rather than e lpD1alded litter;-
teur. But Ben secFtly qrota roDular essals
uder tbe nom d, r/an' 

"Mr.: Siter.e D,;
wood" md lnew he could not seNe out his i;-
denture. A yeal later, in 1723. he rm awav to
Philadelphla. Burns deDicts James a! a
*oDdrel wno dsed hic psper io jrleieh nor
only a8ainsi tbe Crown, but also ssainst-snalt-
por inu.ulation. H€ h,d no inrur;€d npinion.
lut "despised Cottun Maurer, o pr,,po;ent oi

The youger Franklih kept his hand in ihe
newspaper sde - he owned the Pennsvlvania
Gazett€ - aDd later tried to m;Le a
pinterheqrpapehan out of hjr Ardndson
Benny. Bui Benn] fumed his papel ih; Aurors.

tlue or not ras beside his poiDt. Late ir 1??3.
irftes tsums, Sam Adams aDd his friends,,sat in
the Oazette's back room and began to Dlan the
Bosion Tea Pdty."

The British recoslized the Dower of these in-
periinenr peperq i;torstsotiy remindtinsl rbe
.o lonis is , ' f the cause they shared,  End 60 Red-
coafs set "upon pint shops. ... Sohetimes.
rarler rhrn MeLkins tbe suppiies and equip-
ment, tlrel si.le ihen and delivered them to
Tory pubLishers for more svDlathetic use.'

When Ben Frduin's grddson plbtished
lreasonous letters purportediy Eiiten bv Wosh
iD8ton hui actu8iiy coDpLete fabncstions,'
thev were, Burns Eites, too sood to che.k.'If
the quote prohpts the rcader to recall DEn
Rather aDd the Nationsl Guad letters. that,s
ljlelrjurt Rlrat th€ authoi - .nce asain,how.
irs i}at rhe excecses i! tndav's redia are noth-
ins new had in aind.

P.S. When I watched Burns' "Fox News
Waich" last Saturday,I w6 sturned io see him
plci }is oha bool, usins one ot his reetar De-
elisf6, Cal Thomaq. m ]e;d the Darad;of b;i*"
The s€sment opened with s clp of Buir. on"The Dail! Shoq" jokins qiJr Jon Siewtut
about the book. That accoDplished, each of the
panelists - Kay Hs1l. Neal cabler. Janes
Pinkerton, and Thooas - offeled a Dlue.
Burns, the m€dra critic snd cbJonicle, .f pi;s
abuses pad, shorid have Inown bett€r.

Coral  F/L\"athol  is  the b iaprupher of
Kothdr inp crohoh rnd S. I .  Ncbh;use JL,
atuang othert. She also urites masdzine Dro-
files and teaches "Writina Profiles .tlt the ilni-


