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There was a time -- the 1970s and '80s, to be
exac't - u,hen Katharine Graham, publisher of
tIrc Woshington Post, was considered the most
powerfirl u,ornan in America She was a roie mod-
el for arnbitious wornen. A journalistic heroine.

But that rvas then. This is norv.
A more corrrplete picture of Kay Graham

emerges in Carol Felsenthal's Pattser, Pnuilege
and The Post: The Kathqrine Graham Story.

It's not an altogether pretty picture.
Yeg Graham did make the hard decisions that

etapulted the Post into the superstar ranks of
journalism. In 1971 she approved publication of
the Pentagon'hpen, defense analyst Daniel Hls-
burgis compiJation of iopsecret documents detail-
ing tfe role Of American involvement in South-
east Asia ftorn 1944 to 1968. In L972 she zupported
reputers Bo[ Woodwad ard Carl Bemstein as
they plunged$nto the Watergate morassi and dug
up evidence|of presidential misconduct that
forced the 19S resignation of Ridrard Nuron.

But, as de(icted by Felsenthal, this snobbish
matrcn also lbrought with her to the Post a
welter of insiecurities about her intellect and
her social sldlls; the conviction, learned from
her mother, _that men were superior to women
in all things;'and a "colossal insensitivity" to
her emplo.yees.

Felsenthal [ets to the good stuff right away,
describing the parenting that produced Kay
Graham. Her father, Eugene Meyer, bought
the Post in 1933. He was a financial wizard and
adviser to presidents who was too preoccupied

erybody know he found IGy distastefirl," Fel-
senthal writes. "No matter who was at dinner
- a Supreme Court justice, a university presi-
dent, Phil's new friend Lyndon Johnson and
his wife, Lady Bird - Kay was invariably the
butt of her husband's jokes.

"So emotionally battered was Kay that she
laughed at the jokes made at her elrpense."

But when Phil Graham put a shotgun to his
head and killed himself in 1963, no one was
laughing at I(ay anymore. At the outset, she saw
herself as merely a figurehead, someone to keep
the paper in the farnily until son Donny was old
enough to take charge. Slowly, though, and in
the face of massive condescension from the
Post's male establishment, she began to assert
herself as publisher.

Phil Graham's painfully shy, totally unpre-
par€d widor / "devised her own way of payng
these men back - by seeking tlre munsel of out-
siders, the higher wisdom of inlluential male
friends who were only too happy.to crurt her,"
Felsenthal writes. Among them: Defense Serre
tarf :nobert MeNamara and Harvirnd professors
SSE Sctrlesinger Jr. and Johni'IGnneth C'al-
iraitb"' 
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A shy, widowed Giaham in '63, the year she
took over as publisher of Washington Post.
to pay much attention to l(ay or her four sib-
lings. Her mother, Agnes, was a haughty,
scomful social climber who had not a maternal
bone in her body, writes Felsenthal.

Fully a third of tlip bocik focuses on philan-
dering Phil Grahart, Ka5ls husband and tor-
mentor, second on$ to fer mother in the vi-
ciousness of his verbal abuse.

Eugene Meyer's fdndness for his son-in-law
led him to name Graharn publisher of the Post,
but Grtham chafed,8t b&rg "the kept son-in-
law." As his manicdepressive illness overtook
his personality, he lashed out with increasing
frequency - and Kay lvap his favorite target.

"Phil had no compunction about letting ev-

lffittte man who would become her slnongest
"llf:h a"d whose name would Wring to rfrnd
ald{i';wittr hers whenever the ftst was men-
tiorufl* was Ben Bradlee. Charismatic and self-
cm&knt like Phil Graham, Bradlee kne$/ how
to udrt" his chann on Kav - but was smart
enogh to do it
ture of flatt"ry,
the man who oncrg said lllhere's

t IGy - but wu smart
carefully. Srrougb I mix-

with Ptril fhat a gmd digrce
cane IGy lSraham's biggci3t b

Wt.lerr IGy Crafrarn-redleO t
1991, trrning it over to her son, a
in Fost history ended. Felsenthal
that era - and the wortran who
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