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The rise of a pubhsher and a paper

Power, Privilege, and The Post:
The Katharine Graham Story -

By Carol Felsenthal
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $29.95, hardcover, 451 pages

Reviewed by Loraine O’Connell
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There was a time — the 1970s and ’80s, to be
exact — when Katharine Graham, publisher of
the Washington Post, was considered the most
powerful woman in America. She was a role mod-
el for ambitious women. A journalistic heroine.

But that was then. This is now.

A more complete picture of Kay Graham
emerges in Carol Felsenthal’s Power, Privilege
and The Post; The Katharine Graham Story.

It’s not an altogether pretty picture.

Yes, Graham did make the hard decisions that
catapulted the Post into the superstar ranks of
journalism. In 1971 she approved publication of
the Pentagon Papers defense analyst Daniel Ells-
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erybody know he found Kay distasteful,” Fel-
senthal writes. “No matter who was at dinner
— a Supreme Court justice, a university presi-
dent, Phil’s new friend Lyndon Johnson and
his wife, Lady Bird — Kay was invariably the
butt of her husband’s jokes.

“So emotionally battered was Kay that she
laughed at the jokes made at her expense.”

But when Phil Graham put a shotgun to his
head and killed himself in 1963, no one was
laughing at Kay anymore. At the cutset, she saw
herself as merely a figurehead, someone to keep
the paper in the family until son Donny was old
enough to take charge. Slowly, though, and in
the face of massive condescension from the
Post’s male establishment, she began to assert
herself as publisher.

Phil Graham’s painfully shy, totally unpre-
pared widow “devised her own way of paying
these men back — by seeking the counsel of out-
siders, the higher wisdom of influential male
ﬁ'lends who were only too happy to court her,”
Felsenthal writes. Among them: Defense Secre—
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