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n c e .  r e l a x i n g  o n  a
bea ih  i n  Ba rbados ,
Ka tha r i ne  Graham,
publishel _of the .w^h-

ineton P<ist anO Newsweek, no-
iii?o o". of her editors si-t-ting

Katharine Gra'ham

feminist, a polit ical Pundit, a
uisionarv-that make "Power'

Prirriteee ana rhe Post" such a re-
-" r [ iUte srr ry .  Al l  Graham
wanted, saYs feisenthal, was "to

Jt"*.." Slie 'vanted to run her
iamily's PaP:'r well enough so
that rio one could accuse her oI
UumUling. And PerhaPs she want-
"J 

-io 
p".ou" to hcrsclf that she

*as noi the inept, unworthY Per-
son that her mother, and later
her husband, thought she was'

Graham 's  f a the r ,  Eugg -n -9
Mever. made millions on wall
Stre'et before iurning to a career
in- puUti" ser"ice. Although hc
was'a kindlv Presence' he rarell'
was available for his sons and
Oireht"tt. (]raham's mother,
A;n";J Mev,rr, was a selfish
*6man who-r;,rored her children
in favor of the famous men
wtrose friendships she cultivated:
noAi" .  Thcr 'as Mann,  John
Dewev'and Arllai Stevenson were
onlv a few tf her social con-
qu"itt. Agnes 'Jid not only.ignore
Riitt*in.l h:rr'"ever; she dcliber-
ately belittled her.

When Graham married, she

P2rge 3 Bootf

her in-

etil*trere on the beach. "WhY

don't you come to mY.-end " '
and maybe the sun wlll come
6"i" 

-Ciirt 
am suggested' The edi-

tor moved and-as rt on cue-
iti iu" suaAentY broke through
the clouds. "This is whY theY call
me the most Powerful woman rn
Washington," Graham said.

,qs publisher of the Washington
Post,-Graham did,. indeed' wreld
ilfinoG power-in thd nation's
iliil-a"d throughout the world
as-;elt She was coqrtgd bY nolit-
ical leaders, social luminarres'
i"ioii celdbrities. The on-lY
iilAe neaO of a Fortune 500
companY, she w4s worth some
$+q0 mi[ion bY the time she re-
iired in 1991''Besides the Post
anO News*eek, her financial in-
iirests included the Internatlo4al
iibiatd Tribune, four television
itations. 53 cable'television sys-
tems. the WashingJon Post/Los
Aneetes Times News Service and
Coilles Media-

But as Carol Felsenthal shows
in-this engrossin-g new biography,
Graham never lblt certiun ol ner
po*er. As a Public sPeaker, she
5."ame so neruous tliat, accord-
ine to a colleague, she needed hcr
n&es to saY-"Welcome." She
it-i6o to travel, certain that she
*o"tl mat e a'fool of herself in
thJpresence of a foreign digni-
tarv.- As a Publishing executlve'
i[d-r"as ofte],n indeciSive, tended
io-tisten to the last Person who
ipoke with her and had little.con-
fidence in her own oplnlons'
"She's so flexible," a colleague
said, "that the shape doesn't take
anviubstance until a lot of forces
pul it together."

Althoush she lived and worked
ar the ce-nter of international pol-
itics. Graham brought to her Po-
iitio'tt no background in history'
ioreien affain or Political analy-

chose a mat whom friends called
;ennet Meyer in men's clothes.''
PhI l  Gratram was a br i l l iant
yo"ng ta*Yer,- dazzlinglY . hu19-
iJ-ii p"tt'on{ute, magnetic. Al-
t f roue i t  Graham aPParent lYt h o u e h  U r r h a m  a P P a r e n r I Y
adored her l.r.rsband. Phil. could

t l v

bi chillingly ,.ruel to his wife. He
attacked her aPPearance, her ln-
tellisence. her bchavior. "Do youtelligence, her beh-avior.
L"o"* ttt" I'rrst thing KaY does
o.,o-, mominrrl" 1-l" was tond otevery morning?" he w.as of
asking dinne;-guests. 

"She looks
in thd mirror ;nd saYs how luckY
she is to be .: r-;ried to me."

It seemeo '.nevitable, evcn to
Kav Grahi r t r r ,  when Eugene
Meyer bestc" ed the WSshington
Podt upon "l j son-in-law. Phil
used thl ne!\:;{)aper as the seat of
his own poLiic-l -machinations,
"nC tfrese be;:ine the focus of his
i t tent ion d ' ; r ing.  the KennedY
"nd Johnson administrations. BY
1960, when t'trit-y1s jS^,,.h.-:::;

ard Clurman.
Washing3oo !
a pleasant c
sympathized
mariied to

l6iiitv.--t'ste"o, o" q'Y3t*q
as an intcrim the
Post d .
Grahatr!:

k ine t ic f igur€ . ' -  . .1*ii;Jff;; 
both the Post an$

Ni*i*ect l did not Ef -e her seri-
i,iittr r"i'co she -tak€ herself q;

in JiI-' mffid.ffiTonr; ana
within a year, friends saw a @n-
sioiiiuie'chairge in the woman
that manv had descnbed as a
"bie browi wren."

tinder Graham's stewardshiP,
ttre Fost evolved from Sing q
local paper addresse<l to s hrur€o
constilubncy to one Pf tbe coult-
irv;i 

--most'respectedl 
periodicals.

iT Ciatram's 
-dedision-making

iiemio tCntative to msny of-her
employees, still slrc manaepd to
talie a position on srgnltrcant
issues. H-er first bold move was to
hG-the redoubtable lPn Bradlee
aJ executive editor of the Post;
the second, eiglrt Years later, was
io publish'the Pehtagon PaPen.
Bv 

-the 
time Watergate surlaced

;i ii lz. Graham-had firmlY
chdrted tlie Post's oourse.

"As the years Passe4'," fel-
senthal tells'us, *it-would be KaY
Grabam who woUl$Sf-:cte$t-
ed_or discr€dit€d-Sf,rE lqe
"ti"s of Richard Nixon" The
Foii's-iote in' Publiciligg the
Watereate scandal gladF the
newspa[er, and Graham hsrs€u;
centril io iiational Politic$:r'

An invitation to GrPh4m's
house became as oweted as an
in"itation to the Whit€ Hou!9-
wtrJi6l incidentally, .she, often-
Oi".O.'Stte was a'iinffante of
f-rnOon Johnson, and exPected
i-lie same from JimmY Carter'
When she sPoke, Presidents ano
ooiiii"a puriOts'list€ned" so diq
;;ffil "That the Post elected
irau. lon narrY [as maYor.of '
Washinstonl was beyond ols-
pute," Felsenthd writes' Fqtlng
ihat Barry wis ruqilng ltrr.o De-
fore the newspapof began lts Ia-
vorable editorials.

From the time she lodk over
tnl Fost, Graham has been the
subiect of  abundant rumors
iuo,ii t et influence and qtaniPu-
t'utions. Although she- professed-a
; ;ii;;a;;fr-theioitoria-cide P^oli-
cv - "  he r  P resence  was  i e l t

il:st*'tf ';:8'l,lH,'""'a#"x
Post writer, said that she tnllu--
.i"l,s iiorite more because of
*tro she li Oan what she saYs'
She is. Laitin added, *the tle-
hundred-Pound gon$9 and it. rs
.,;". "i*nlv to 

-avoid 
orovoking

a

I you
being
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n c e ,  r e l a x i n g  o n  a
bea ih  i n  Ba rbados ,
Kathar ine Graham,
publisher of the Wash-

inston Prist and Newsweek, no-
tic-ed one of her editors sitting
elsewhere on the beach. "WhY

don't vou come to mY end -. '
and niaybe the sun will come
out," Graham quggestqC. The edi-
tor moved and-as ll on cue-
tbe sun suddenlY broke through
ihi clouds. 'Thid is whY theY call
me the most Powerful woman in
Washington," Gratram said.

As oublisher of the Washinglon
Post,^Graham did,. indeed, wield
enorinous Power-in thd nation's
capital and throughout the world
as'weJl She was cPqngd bY nolit-
ical leaders, social luminaries,
mJAia celdbr i t ies.  The onlY
female head of a Fortune 500
company, she wls worth some
$a90 million bv the time she re-
tired in 1991. Besides the Post
and Newsweet, her financial in-
terests included the International
Herald Tribune, four television
stations. 53 cable'television sys-
tems. the Washington Post/Los
Aneeles Times Ne*s Service and
Coiles Media-

But as Carol Felsenthal shows
in this engrossing- new biography,
Graham iever felt certain of her
power. As a Public sPeaker' she
became so nervous that' accoro-
ine to a colleague, she needed her
n6tes to say-"Welcome." She
hated to travel, certain that she
would make a fool of herself in
the presence of a foreign digni-
tarv.'As a Publistring executive,
she was often indecisive, tended
to listen to the last Person who
sooke with her and had little con-
f idence in her  own oPin ions.
"She's so flexible," a colleague
said. "that the shape doesn't take
anv-substance until a lot of forces
pui it together."

Althoueh she lived and worked
at the ceiter of international pol-
itics, Graham brough! to her Po-
sitioir no background in history,
foreien affaim 

-or 
political analy-

sis. As olte editor Put it, 
"If 

You
eet into a discussion with the
iady about anYthing serious, it's
nof going to iast-very long, be-
cause she's out of her depth lm-
mediate ly . "  Nor was she a
feminist. Women and the Profes-
sionat or personal issues theY
raised simplv did not interest her-
Men's esteem and resPect did.

Indeed, it is all the things that
Graham was not-ambitious, a

Katharine Gra,ham

feminist. a rolit ical Pundit, a
visionarv-trrat make "Power,

Privileee-and the Post" such a re-
mark ib le  s r . r r y .  A l l  G raham
wanted, says Feisenthal, was "to

please.'; She wanted to run her
iamily's paP:'r well enough so
that no one could accuse her ol
bumbling. And PerhaPs. she want-
cd to p-rovc to hcrsclf that shc
was noi the inePt, unworthY Per-
son that her mother, and later
her husband, thought she was'

G r a h a m ' s  f a t h e r ,  E u g e n e
Mever. made millions on Wall
Stniet before lurning to a career
in public senice. Although hc
was a kindly Presence, he rarelY'
wis availabic 

- 
for his sons and

daughters. Graham's mot!.el '
Aen-es Meytrr, was a selfish
wdman who-t;,tored her children
in favor of the famous men
whose friendshiPs she cultivated:
Rodin.  Thcr .as Mann,  John
Dewev and A'llai Stevenson were
onlv a fcw :tf her social con-
ouelts. Aenes did not onlY ignore
Katharine-. h:rrvever; she deliber-
ately belittled her.

When Graham married, she
chose a mat whom friends called
;Aenes Mevet in men's clothes"'
Phit Grah-am was a bri l l iant
vouns lawver, dazzlinglY hand-
iomel persb'r'.ble. magnetic. Al-
t h o u e h  G r l h a m  a P P a r e n t l Y
adored hcr l ' :rrsband, Phil could
be chillingly ,:':uel to his wife. He
attacked her aPPearance, her in-
tellieence, her behavior. "Do 

You
kno-w thc fil'st thing KaY does
everv momirg?" he was f,ond ol'
asking dinnel guests. "She looks
in th6 mirrol l nd saYs how luckY
she is to be ,: ,,,ried to me."

It seemeo taevitablc, evcn to
Kav Grahi r ! . r l ,  when Eugene
Meyer besto'i'ed the .Washington
Podt upon 'r ' ts son-in-law. Phil
used thi nev\':rttaper as the seat of
his own polit;cal machinations,
and theseber,.ame the focus of his
attention d,rring the KennedY
and Johnson administrations. BY
1960. when |'hil was 45, he was,
acco rd ing  '  t he  New York
Times, "thl e. rrbodiment of every-
voung newspapernan's drcam of
Lto.vl' Not-.hly did he presidc
over a maio, newspaPer, bul he
had also just bought Newsweck.
Three veirs iater he was dead.
His dazzling :nergY had maskcd
vears of ma''ic-depressivc illness
ihat finally er.ded in suicide'

Forty-six-year-old KaY Graham
tee Graham. Pg. 10

ard Clurrnan
Washinglon
a Dleasant c
sympathized

netic figure.' . :
il;''dtr;; totn q" to$t anl

Nil;*-eek' did 
-not 

t4kq her-seri-
busty, nor'Od $e.t8kt !.nfl-Lry;;;iiy.--I".t*d; tn" fyr*Eq:lf&[ the

ll!'and.

marr ied to
kinetic ligure.'

as an intcrim
Post' ns*d,sd
Graha$i'1 not

and

*bie browi wr€rt"'
tinder Graham's stewardshiP,

the Post evolved from being a
local paper "4SqS lo.3^qg11l

within a vear. frien<ls-saw a @n-
siderahle 

-c-hanse 
in the womansiderable change in the woman

that manv ha-d desiribed as athat many

avoid
.a @n-

Graham tpho

ui--o." than a birynnFY. of a
ii"diJ *o-marr,,'Tlrifts* a book

ionitilubncy to one 9f t[e coun-
rrv'c most 

-resoectedl 
Defiodicals.i.u;i- mosf 

'respest€dt periodicats.
I f Graham's 

-dedision-making

i"e-io tentati"e to many of hei
employees, gtlll strc managed to
iit'e 

-i 
position on signifrcant

issues. H-er first bold move was toissues. Her first bold move was to
hire the redoubtable Ben Bradlee
as executive editor of the Post;
the second, eight Yeas later' was
to publish the Pentagon PaPers.
Bv 

-the 
time Watergate sudaced

i; 1972, Graham-had firmlY
chdrted the Post's oourse.

"As the Years Passedr" Fel-
senthal tells-us, *it-would be KaY

ed-or discreditoC+nl'.ttre' totr'

$ttF,, "l"H"F$,ilimst Til:
Wetersate scandal m&de thewatersate scandar maqe m
newspaier. and Graham bprself,
cential io natbnal lnliticx :,

An invitation to Giaham's
house became as covet€d as an
invitation to ttre whito rlouse-
*trCre. incidentallY, .she often-
oiiiio.'She was a i:6nffanrc of
I-nnOon Johnson, and exPected
the same from Jimmy Carter'
When she 5Peke, Presidents and
oolitical pudda listened So did
voters: '"That the Post elected
Marion BarrY [as maYor-of r
Washingtonl was beYond (lls-
oute." Felsenthal wntes' notlng
itrat'sarry was rurynfng thifd tr-
fore the newspap$ began lts Ia-
vorable editorials.

From the time shc tddk over
the Post, Graham ha$ heen the
i"uGii'of abundant rum.ors
iuo'it her influence and manipu-
iaiions. Although she Professed a
" hands-off-the-aditorial-side poli-
cv . "  her  p resence was le l t
sti'i,nelv at both the Post and
Newsi6ek Joe laitin' a fomrcr
Post writer, said that she influ-
lnies oeo6te more because of
who she is than what she saYs'
She is. Laitin addd, *tbe five-
trundred-pound gorilla and lt. is
wise sim'pty to a,void Provoking
h e r . "  . . & . . - . .  ! e : . d . .  .  -

In "Powei, Privilege,'and the
Post," Carol Felsenthal h3s grYen

itriT ptaces its subjgct within a
swirline context ol' newsPaper
oublishiie and American Politics'and 

help us understand the
po*er an-d privileges of the media
rn our trme.
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