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Kay Grahaffi
How She Rose to the

By Wendy Smith This is Plqp".yryvoidablre.' sinci,all,qp

n nrqr his,nru nr the wnshincion ;iy::ilT,9ffifffi11lffi"*"fiffiffifsbffi:"ore an oral history of the Washington the role bf unobtrusive nife and potlrer, -b!t-a
Post over the last 60 years than a few more paragraphs. e.q-inirrg 

'the 
diflicult

i:i+;i &two years at the University of Chicago (to which corporations.uur PuruuruuS. { .,

If the book seems at times a bit'ehallon',
Iackins deeper insiehts into the complex inter-

IYI traaltional biography of 
- 

its longtime Graham narriage-and fewer quotee frpm iniar' -
publisher, this is a vintage work of popular non- views conducted with near-ly everyo.nelwho ever'
?iction. worked at the Post-wouli havd b€ttzr maii'..

It is voluminously researched (dbeit with the tained the book's thematic continuityal:'i! "r' ;
noticeable non-parlicipation of its subject, her Nonetheless, Felsonthal tp[s an at]sorbqg qt-*,
family and a few key piayers such as former Post ry of Phil Grahan's successfirl effort to make t"lm.
editoi Ben Bradleei and enjoyably gossipy, with Pmt the O:rlntessential insider's guide to,Wash: ,,
a tendency to quote slews of sometimes contra- ington politics, eve,n as tlre qho*S hie behavior,'.
ai"t""y "rii"iiri-rather than becoming increasingiy enf,t"i{Y
off"titig tie author's own. It owing-tototh.gmayc-dlPi[ef,4:

:fi"TrifJ*,*#li5,i"flil; Power, Frivitege iffi'utifl'#!#r$S:
broke into the big lims ";rt. of Kay'g-qsqpptionof power '
its gutsy coverase or trre ila'j and thg FOSt "n"t prtil'" a"l�* r."*te-iil
gm mly-*Jll*: rhe-Kathadne Graham story. n*rur$r"i;
:Tft;ffit;;;"J#"1'J il"ffiti1"fSg:' tri;H*ffi;##.fi
own. expect,she.woqld lreally lead,

Born in 191?, Katharine Meyer Graham was the company (which elSg,OF'ned Ngwsweet);i;,.
viewed by most people during her first 46 years despite her 55 percent gYnrership;o{ the voliggl.
as smart but self-effacing, living in the shadow of stock.
ft"i i.r-ia"lle parents iod, t":t"t, her powerful, But Kay Graham rcbe'to tbe,,occirsiol, firint''
ambitious husband, Philip Graham. Her father, menwhorefussdtoundentandtt4sh.ewaslrprv'i'
Eugene Meyer, the descendant of prosperous the boss, taking clqrygs an{.r-eading tsxtbodks t6.';
Fr&rch Jewi made his fortune as an investment enhance her knowledge of, the newspapgg,"!qqi1'.,i
banker, then devoted himself to public service as ness and consulting such powerful: ;frisnds ag*'
a proridonliul rxlvisor. lrr l0l0 hir rnrrrrirxl Alincs llolx'rt. McNarnela, Arthru-Sclileslrger.Jr. and
Binsq the usuertive daughtor o[ imlxl:unitxrs .f olrrr Konnoth Galbrnith to learn yhrt rhp oould ,.,
German Lutheran immigrants. do to make the Post SUrVive and gfoW':. , ,',' ,"

Carol lrebenthal, a Chicago journalist, and Using the same tachniques ehe emplqed tor
author of the biography Alice Rooseuelt Long- describe the Phil Graham yeare.-+xtensive:que
uorth, paints an- unftittering portrait of the tation from intenriews, including pop'pgYch aP-
tension-riddled Meyer farnily into which Kathar- praisals of people's neuroses as well as the issueg
itte- o," born. Eugene devoted mmt of his involved-ireh-enthal creatss a- lively tapestry of
attention to his govelnment work, while Agnes- differing viewpoints that fluidly nafrates €xs61l-r:,
vitriolically depicted as a selfish, often cruel tive shuffles, the rise of t@ papgr t9 journalistic
mother-negleited her offspring in favor of putr- excellence under editor Ben Bradlee and the',
lic works "Ild n;*ations. 

- 
Th6 forrrth of five breaking of the Watergate story by Bob Wood-

children, Kay (as her family called her) later ,,rard and Carl Bernstein under the leadership of
said, "I thought I was the peasant walking rnanaging editor Howard Simon, bravgly backed
iiround brilliant people." to the hilt by Kay Graham.. ' 

.j
Fe}ienthal depicts Kay gaining self-confidence !'elsenthal depicts Graham as a woman who

at Vassar, wherl she wor[ed on the undergrad- remained insecu]e and anrious, aenob ashsmed
uate newspaper. Her fhther, who had acqrrired of her half-Jewish ancetry, who overcame her
the virtually bankrupt Washinglon Post in 191i3, limitations'to become a poworful erecutive and
began to regard hei as the one of his children to shape the Washington- Poet Co._into 9n3 of the
most lit<ely to tretp him revive it. After her final nation's moet succ€ssful and inlluential media

she transferred at her father's insistence) and
seven months as a reporter for the San Francisco king deeper insights into the complex inter-

y of personality and history that shaped thegNews, Kay came to the Post to be trained ag play of personality and his-tory that
Eugene's assistant. newspaper, this is perhaps an inevitable limita-

fhen, in 1939, she met Phil Graham, son of a tion of an account basad heavilyr,qn natsrial
Florida dairy farmer, star of his Harvard Law provided by contemporary'eyewitnesses. Pouer,,."
School class and clerk to a Suprerne Court Priuilege, and the Post wrll someday.be super-
justice. They married less than six rnonths later, seded by more critical and focused books about
and wheo Fhil got out c.f the army in 1945, the Washington Post and Kay Graham, but they
Eugene named hirn associate putrlisher of the are unlikely to be more entertaining.r ,
Pos t .A t th i spo in t , l . e l sen tha l v i r t ua l ' | yabandons �
Kay to devote the nexl 100 pages t.o a chronickt Wendy Srnirh !s a New York literary iournd-
of Phil Graham's lcnrlre at the Posf. t:t s.nrJ author.'


