


Press, a small, upstart, New York
house.

Felsenthal received payment n'om The troubles surrounding the book
Viking, But for an author who 4re Dounq ro.oversnadow lls contenl
spend.s- years on a book trying io On the one. hand, that.is-a shame,
satisry a particular erLitor, mbne-y h P9T9le,I,t,is.a tlrst'rate ,biog"aphy
the banli does not condtitute 

-fuU that ouglt to be read, not-just talked
satisfaction. (This reviewert cans io i!9lt]equse.gf it.s pullishing his"
Crarur's officb for an ;xpfinaUon of tory. On the other hsnd, it is not a
whv the book was cariceled went g+mg' because. tlle .conhoversy iuu'
unieturned, but Fetsenthal wiiiid !11t9]ef 1 b-o.ot-publishins disease
that Grann iofO frer lt "tiiO n;Uill; caued cowardice, about which read.
to do with the quality of the manul ers ougnl rP Kn-oI .
script, It was ionddrfuf, she said, , Adrnittedly' ̂ Newho-use is,no sub'
but unfortunately a fliend of lers l9-ci ror T9 i,a]II oI near! among
appeared on neaily every pace.; rn $99T"9I-ClbI$9t: _PgT in 1e2s
oilier words, cranii uaario'oe-sire io l9^9 t-1u-:T3let-h€rdw.orking' hrrmor'
ofiencr Newiiouse, or irei iiwiinieirdi l9,si'- ne,Yt-q9l"t:-tv9,o9,l lather and a
who hact taried io riGeirtLit- ii6ut .It-19t il9!t,,,f g.cially .ambitious
Newhouse, or her frienals tho ha-d mother, Sqm Newhouse showed litue
not talked to Felsenthal but. ended promlqe ror ouslness as a yoxng
up iii.tiiJ 6i"A;;iry ;y*;j'.i'fr,; *"n despite the b-est schooling
oiry reasot 
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Examining a media empire and its emperor
unauthorized reporting include
Washington Post,/Newsweek Pub-
lisher Kathadne Graham and ant!
feminist political activlst Phyllis
Schlaf ly .  Those books caused
Felsenthal and her publishers dlfil.
culties. It is debilitating for a bioem-
pher trying to learl the truth about
somebody to work fo! years bx the
face of uncooperative, sometimes
hostile, sources. It ls wearing for a
publlsher to worry about l.lbel or
l n v a s l o n - o f - p r i v a c y  l i t i g a -
tion-i[ugined, assumed, thr€atened
or real, -

The Craham and Schlaily books,
for all the dl$iculties, at least got
publi.shed by the houses that con-
tracted for them. This time, however,
'Felsenthal's unauthorlzed words
a b o u t  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  s u b .
J ect-newspaper, magazine and book
publisher Samuel Newhouse---caused
an.editoi named Phyllis Grann aJ
the giant New York City pubushing

house of Viking to cancel a-book'
contract.

- ' (l arol Felsenthal is a Chicago
I 

'f biographer witr a penchant for- choosing subjecF who wanr ro
make her Ufe miserable because they
think she has made rheir lives




