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¢ i -*ung bel‘ura Grace Kelly's daugh-
«ters, Caroline and Stephanie,
‘were Brat Pecking and Euro
trashing, long before Britain’s
Princess Di and Fergic were
= poking bluehloods in the be-
hind with umbrelles, long before First Chil-
“dren Amy Carter and Patti Davis were run-
ing afoul of the law and family,
rospoctively, thers wos Alice Roosevelt Long-
‘_H’Oﬂh Lhe 20th century's original naughty
pringess.”
Coming of age at the very erid of the
Victorlan ers, when young women of good
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Bride Alice, father Theodore Roosevelt (right) and bridegroom Nicholas Longworth.

A01dﬂ tongued ‘Princess Alice”

ALICE ROOSEVELT LONGWORTH
Carol Felsenthal
G.P. Putnam’s Sons. 320 pp. $19.95

ter shocked the upper classes and delighted

the masses — and the fledgling mass media -

— with her outspockenness and.her.brass.
Unlike her oh-so serious and responsible
cousin Eleanor, “Princess Alice,” as the press
dubbed her, was a rebel who smoked, drank,
kept a pet snake, played poker and the ponies,
careened around in tin lizzies and partied the
night away with many of the very “malefac-
tors of wealth” against whom her father

1 Associisd Frens

As she grew older — she ‘died in 1980 at 96 —_
she lost little of her bark or her bite and none
of her fame and allure as Washington's wittiest .
dinner guest and- hostess. In the upstairs sit-
ting room of her fashionably disheveled Wash- -
ington manse was a chair pillow with the”
inscription If you can't say anything good about
someone, sit right here by me.

It wais shie wha ébinad Yhi TG0 puf’-‘dp 3
of Republican presidential candldate Thoma
E. Dewey — the bland; impeccably tailored:
and mustachioed former:governor:;of New:.
York — as looking “like the little manrion: the:_
wedding cake.” Warren.-G.:Harding; with. - -
whom she played poker, was *just’a siob”;:
Calvin 'Coolidge “lockedias if he:had been:
weaned. on a pickle™: Franklit.-D;Roosevelt
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[he acid-tongue

LONGWORTH, from 1-G

. [isenhowers "were pice Army
ple.”

fut, as Carol Felsenthal documents
lier pew biography, Alice Roosevell
ngworth, there was a dark side 1o
5 princess story. Alice’s beautiful
ing mather died of complications
ulting from ker birth, and in the
wess of purting his dead wife out of
| heart and mind, Theodore Roose-
1 all but discarded his baby daugh.
- tbo. At one polnt, he actually pro-
wd giving Alice toone of his sisters,
i although Roosevelt and his second
fo. Fdith, eventually decided to keep
d rear the child, both denied Alice
o lowve and emotional nourishment
at they lovished on their own large
.

i the day of Alice's highly publi-
s White House wedding to Ohio
p. Nicholas Longwerth, a genial
sh, gambler and womanizer 14 years
r senior (whom Alice merried
wily as o form of escape), her step-
sther told her: "I want you 1o know
at I'm glad to see jyou go. You've

never been anything but trouble”

Unfortunately, her life with Long
worth, whe eventually became the
speaker of the House, was never any:
thing but trouble either. His boczing
and infidelities became progressively
more fingrant, reducing their mar-
riage 1o a sham, “He would rather be
tight than president” Alice bitterly
sid. The girl to whom Alice gave birth
in 1925 almost certainly was not his,
pecording to Felsenthal, and may well
have been the daughter of Sen, Wil-
liam Borah of ldaho, .

Borah was among the first of a string
of isolationists, Nad fellow (ravelors
and Red-baiters with whom Alice be
‘ame involved, partly a3 & result of her
intense loathing of her liberal cousing
Franklin and Fleanor, who Alice be
lieved had shamelessly cashed in om
her father's name while at the same
time denying her hall brother, Theo-
dore Roosevelt Jr., bis dynastic right to
the presidency.

Among the causes and people Alice

_supported were Henry Cabot Lodge's

-

ca's entrance into the League of Na-
tlons: the America First movement,
which was sympathetic to Muzl Ger-
many: Father Coughlin, isolationalist,
anti-Semitic radio priest; the young
Richard Nixon, who led the investiga-
tion against Alger Hiss, and, initially,
Sen, Josaph McCarthy, whom she even-
tually dropped, not because of his dem-
apnguery but because he proved 1o be
inept and a drunk.

The same streak of bitterness that
marked her public life marred her
private one. Although he probably
wasn't the father, Nick Langworth dot-
ed on Allce’s little girl, named Paulina.
But after Longworth's death in 1931,
Alice inexplicably began 1o treat her
daughter much #s her parents had
treated her, starving her of love and
destroying her confidence and self-
esteem. Like her mother, Pauling es
caped an unhappy home by mMArTYIng,
like her mother, she married 8 man
who eventually drank himself to death
after giving her a dsughter, Unable 1o
cope, Paulina died in 1957 of a pill and
drug overdose that was ruled

d American ‘princess, Alice

pccidental but thet was believed by
many to be suicide.

It was perliaps this incident, Fel-
senthal indicates, that finally tarned
Alice Roosevelt Lomgworth's life
arpund. Devestated by her daughtsr's
death, and by the knowledge of how
she had contributed to i1, Alice lav-
ishéid on her arphaned granddaughter
all the love and affection she had
denied her daughter. In public, 100,
Alice became more of & grandmotherly
figure, still willing and able o scourge
the high and mighty with her acid
tongue but more of an amused specta-
tor than a zealous partisan. Richard
Nixon, John and Robert Kennedy and
Gerald Ford were among the luminar
{es who courted her angd esgerly re-
sponded to invitations to her famous
luncheons, dinners and teas.

In researching this book, Felsenthal,
an author and syndicated columnist,
interviewed scores of relatives, friends
and acquaintences. The result is &
highly readable, fullflesh biography
filled with interesting detsils and juicy
anecdotes. &

For example, Felsemhal writes, Al-
jce 20 despised her cousin Eleanor —
describing her as “lboking like @ siring
bean that had been raised o a celiar”
— that she regularly invited the young
Franklin Rocsevelt and his misiress,
Lucy Mercer, to her parties. Eleanor, of
course, was excluded, which Alice ex-
plained by saying that Franklin “de-
served a good ime — he was married
to Eleanar.”

In addition 1o furthering the affair,
Alice went out of her way to tell Eles-
nor about it Alice also did a perfectly
wicked imitnion of Eleanor that was &
frequently requested and frequently
performed party picce.

Her attraction o and allure for those
who made wives, whatever their polit-
\cal affiliation, prompted one acquain-
tence to sy of Alice in her later years,
“If the eommunists take over the
White House tomorrow, Mrs, L. would
be one of the first people invited 1o
dinner, and Mrs, L. would be one of the
first people 1o accept the invitation.”

Al one dinper party, Robert Ken-
nedy, one of her lnvnritesm_uind o

Roosevelt Longws

outguip the master g
rangements have yo
fumeral, Mrs, Lomngw
asked,

According to Felse
worth, a seif-procia
gswered that she w
thrown into a volca

Replied Kennedy:
that when you koo
against my [aith, W
e you going 1o have

According to Fels
back, "1 have not ma
but 1 have decided w
front pew, and it's g
IMck Nixon."

On her $0th birth
MNew York Times rep
for causes, cul
nld-fashi e55en
fun, & good old hec

As & girl and youn
America’s princess;
ghe was its dowag
jonrnalist Sally Quin
Allce Roosevell Lon,
retired the ::mum;



