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Coatlnncd from pr3c S
:ne rymors rhat the child,s father
:_T B.r"h, going so tar as to
:l,norlcg rhat she would name the
P^by qePrah. In one of his few
l,llr, ̂ gl do.r.stic asseru veness,
.1:9Lot".: _Longworth oUiectea.
-.Y-ltl aI,pe gossip going around,
XIJ *gl1]9_fou wani to name herDeborah?" The point made and th-e
lT:g: done, Alice settred upon
:..,yln., immediarely turning ihecDltd over to a nurse ana ign-oringheljauglrer from that momenr on.
^ n€r_potiticat energy seemed lessa 

_matte-r of conviction than of
pdlu:. Her disdain for her cousin
llpl[.n Roasevelr is weff fnown,but Felsenrhal quotes slalements
making that antioathv srtJ;lt;"il;6;i:Dfi "ffr dil,;oru campalgn, she public,ly pro_
ctaimed. tlar she'd .,rither 

vote forp.lfl sq.fqte for Flanklin for ilrurd term." She championed every
3T"-,F.p.R -opposed, becomrng
g. 9f q" charrer members oT
13ul." First, defined here as anoNlenization esublished ..because
of the haFed for hesident Rooee-
:-o," Td its purpose is b do
lY"?!ing possibte b embarals
lly{'?T sroup, accordins ro cor
-1-.r: o1a, who investgated th€
ff^"il for. mi.litary m[Ugence,
JT Tgg"d our a way to reach rhe
To,,tult .with the moEt bitrerattacks in the hjstory of the world-,,
_, 

,..T:-l-To*st,', she said, at age
1.-j lau9 an appeute for bei.igenertaind. Ifi't it strange ho;uut , upsets some peoplef, That

Book Review

Alice Roosevelil With
Malice Toward Many

By ELAINE KENDALL

Allc. Bo6.v.ll t.{Tonl by C.tol F€lsenthal (G. P. hrtnam's
Sons, 321.95;3Ol pags)

Witty, imp€tuous, eecentric, glamorous, outro$eous,
v ind ic t i ve ,  i r respons ib le ,  man ipu la t i ve ,  c rue l ,
greedy-cfroose one from Column A and two from
Column B to descrrbe Theodore Roosevelt's daughter.
Alice, an American legend from her birth in 1884 to her
death in 1980. lf ever there was a subject to tempt an
intrepid biographer, Princess Alice is it, inspifing not
only several prevlous books bul a recent musical
drama. "Teddy and Alice," a bravura attempt to turn
the tempestuous relationship between Roosevelt pcz
et liilc int.o a box-office smash. Carol Felsenthal, the
author of a cool and dispassionate analysis of Phyllis
Schlafly. "The Sweetheart of the Silent Maiority"'
relishes challenges.

Where previous biographies gave us the madcap
flapper, brilliant hostess and indomitable dowager'
Felsenthat has uncovered the essential Alice' Like
everyone else, she seems to have begun her project
beguiled by the received wisdom; the vivacious b€lle in
her favorite blue gown waltzing the nights away'
charming all and sundry with her epigrams, prosTess'
ing from winsome girlhood to Srand dame in a single
graceful slide.

When diligent research into new sources produced a
biogaphee whose vaunted wlt was often vicious
chaiacter assassination, whose political preferences
veered from the nght of CaliSula to the left of
Robespierre, who was a f lagrantly faithless
wife and a destructive mother who treated her
daughter with undisSuised contempt, Felsenthal un-
flinchinglyreveals th€ witch disguised as an enchant-
ress.

The result is a book that often deserts its capricious
and frivolous central figure to offer a useful overview
of Amencan politics from the end of the lgth Century
to the middle of the 20th, a survey in which Alice
Roosevelt plays a merely incidental and generally
overestimatd part. She had no profession but Sadfly;
no status except as daughter of Theodore Roosevelt'
wife of Speaker of the House Nicholas longvorth, and
lover of the powerful Sen. William Borah, chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, yet for
decades, she was accorded both admiration and
resp€ct, doing little to earn either.

She was the darling of the press, always eager to
oblige the scandal mongers with stunts that bccame
increasingly tasteless with advancing age. \irhen rhe
became piegnant at age {0, she did nothing to squelch
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